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School Days, Testing Maze

No Child Left Behind has fueled debate about assessments

Kim Gaudin de Gonzalez

For The Hudson Independent

Ground breaking for the Ferry Landings

waterfront development could start as

early as spring, provided the village of

Tarrytown accepts directives for ways the

developer will reduce the project’s adverse

environmental impact, according to vil-

lage administrator Steve McCabe and

Mayor Drew Fixell.

The New York State Environmental

Quality Review Act (SEQR) mandated

an environmental impact study, which

the board of trustees approved late last

December. A public hearing on the study

was held on Jan. 10. Strategies to address

the study findings, which will be present-

ed this month, would bring developer

National/RE Sources of Greenwich one

step closer to breaking ground on the

project. Once the changes are accepted,

the developer and the Architectural

Review Board must fine-tune architec-

tural design and landscaping issues.

“Issues of architecture and landscaping

will be dealt with in the site planning

process, which starts after we finish with

SEQR in February,” Fixell said. 

Highlighting the long-term negotia-

tions and public debate that has gone

into creating a project acceptable to both

the developer and the village, McCabe

said, “We’ve left no stone unturned. This

is probably the biggest thing to happen in

Tarrytown in a hundred years, and we’re

only going to do it once. So we’re going

to do it right.”

National RE/ Sources of Greenwich has

been in discussion with the village for 14

years, and in serious negotiations for four

years. They have agreed on building

plans, which now include 238 residential

units, 65,000 square feet of office space

and 15,000 square feet of retail space on

the property to the north of Pierson Park

and West Main Street, on the west side of

the railroad tracks. 

Last December, village officials and

National RE/Sources chiseled out a list of

Andrea Kott

The T-shirt said nomoretests.com on the

back, and Dana Matthew Bennis knew he

struck a nerve the day he wore it. First,

there were the teenage boys who stopped

him to vent about all the tests they have to

take. Then there was the mother who

shared her dislike of how testing was 

driving her children’s education. Others

approached him. Many simply stared. 

Bennis, a Tarrytown resident who has

worked as a teacher and a consultant in

alternative education for the last five years,

was not surprised by the attention. He

believes that testing stifles teacher creativity,

emphasizes teaching to the test and results

in students who are both bored and anx-

ious. “Testing is one of the most destructive

growing trends in education today,”

Bennis, 26, said. “Increasing reliance on

testing changes education from a process of

discovery to a process of memorization and

competition, and produces an excessive

amount of pressure for parents, students,

teachers and administrators.” 

Others believe that standardized testing

is exactly what schools need to raise the

academic bar. 
There is no single truth about standard-

ized testing; there is no one argument for

or against it and there are few who feel

unconflicted about it. The No Child Left

Behind federal mandate to assess students

in grades three through eight in English

Language Arts and math has raised ques-

tions, doubts and concern about the value

of such testing and its effects on children,

teachers, schools and their districts.

When did all this testing start?

While No Child Left Behind legislation

sparked the recent surge in testing, the

first big push came in 1983 with the pub-

lication of  “A Nation At Risk,” a govern-

ment report that found the U.S. educa-

tional system inferior to other countries

and its students unqualified to compete in

a global economy. The report warned:

“The educational foundations of our soci-

ety are presently being eroded by a rising

tide of mediocrity that threatens our very

future as a Nation and a people.”  Twenty

years later, President George W. Bush

signed No Child Left Behind into law.

The complex law, which is currently the

target of litigation from various districts

nationwide, requires all public school 

students to be proficient in English

Language Arts and math by 2014. In

2005, schools had to give assessments –

and demonstrate annual yearly progress –

in these two subjects. Failure to show

progress could bring sanctions, including

the potential loss of federal funding.

Because No Child Left Behind is a feder-

al law, and because no school wants to

risk sanctions, districts everywhere,

including Tarrytown, Pocantico Hills and

Irvington, must comply.

The view facing north toward Sleepy Hollow’s Ichabod’s Landing, with Tarrytown’s asphalt

plant on the right.
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